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have not.
I come here, yes, because I am a Democrat;

yes, because David Dinkins is my friend; yes,
because I never pass up a chance to come to
Queens and New York City. Yes, I come here
for all those reasons. But I’m telling you, far
more important than all of that, I come here
because I believe we need leaders who think
children should have a chance to read, who
think people should have a chance to live in
safe neighborhoods, who believe that we have
to have health care that works at the grassroots
level, who have plans to put people back to
work and give them jobs and hopes, who have
embraced the cause of change. And I know that
every day, to the best of his God-given ability,

in every way he can, David Dinkins gets up
and does that. And I know when you give him
4 more years on Tuesday, he will be the best
partner the President of the United States could
ever have. Do it! We need you!

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:18 p.m. at Elec-
tric Industries Hall. In his remarks, he referred
to Judy Collins, entertainer; Claire Shulman,
Queens Borough president; Fernando Ferrer,
Bronx Borough president; Peter Vallone, speaker,
New York City Council; Tom Van Arsdale, former
labor leader; Alan Hevesi, candidate for New York
City comptroller; and Mark Green, candidate for
New York City public advocate.

Telephone Remarks to the Queens County Democratic Dinner in
New York City
October 28, 1993

Hello. Thank you very much, Tom.
Ladies and gentlemen, it’s great to be with

you, even by telephone. I was here tonight on
behalf of Mayor Dinkins, with Congressman
Manton and Congressman Ackerman and Con-
gressman Floyd Flake, Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney, and Congresswoman Nydia Velázquez.
We think we did some good for Mayor Dinkins
here tonight. And I know you will on election
day.

I was just reminiscing with Tom about the
time when I came to your meeting last year
in early 1992 when I took the subway from
Manhattan and I came out to Queens to the
meeting, and your organization got behind me
early and stayed with me through the dark days
and the bright ones. And I will never forget
it. And I want you to know that I am still
as grateful to you today as I was on the day
we won the New York primary and the day
we won the general election.

I also want you to know that we’re making
progress on all the things that I talked about
in Queens so long ago. We just got the report
today that the Government’s deficit is over $50

billion less this year than we thought it was
going to be; that we’ve got some real growth
back in the economy; and that more jobs have
been created in the private sector in the first
9 months of this administration than in the pre-
vious 4 years of the last one.

Now, we’ve still got a long way to go, and
we’ve got a lot of work to do. I need your
help to pass a comprehensive health care bill
that gives health care security to all the people
who live in Queens. And we’ve got a chance
now to pass a crime bill that will put more
police officers on the street, and pass the Brady
bill and other bills that will keep some of these
terrible guns out of the hands of kids and others
who are using them in the wrong way. We’ve
got to do that. And I need your help to do
that.

But I want you to know we’re moving in
the right direction, and we’re not going to stop
until we’ve got this economy up and going, pro-
vided health care for all, and made our streets
safer.
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To do all that, I need to just remember the
kind of people I met at the Queens Democratic
meeting the first time I came up there. I want
you to know I’ll never forget you, and I’m grate-
ful to you. I want you to stay behind your Mem-
bers of Congress so they can stay behind me,
and help elect the Mayor on Tuesday.

Thank you very much.

NOTE. The President spoke at 6:47 p.m. from
Electric Industries Hall. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Representative Thomas J. Manton.

Remarks at the Wall Street Journal Conference on the Americas in
New York City
October 28, 1993

Thank you very much, Peter. And thank you
for that wonderfully understated observation that
your editorial positions don’t always agree with
mine. [Laughter]

I am delighted to be here tonight on a matter
on which we both agree. I thank you for spon-
soring this meeting, and I was glad to see you
and my longtime acquaintance Al Hunt, who
invited me. I would say ‘‘friend,’’ but it would
destroy his reputation in the circle in which
we find ourselves. [Laughter] He invited me
here only because he had been replaced by Alan
Murray, and therefore he knew he could not
guarantee me one line of good press for accept-
ing this invitation. [Laughter] I thank you, I
thank William Rhodes and Karen Elliott House
and all the others who are responsible for this
event.

Ladies and gentlemen, I will get right to the
point. When we concluded the side agreements
with Mexico and Canada in the NAFTA negotia-
tions and actually had a proposal to take to
the Congress, I really believed that the cause
was so self-evidently in the interests of the
United States that after a little bit of smoke
and stirring around, that the votes would rather
quickly line up in behalf of what was plainly
in our short and long term national interests.
It is no secret that that has not happened.

Since I have always prided myself on being
a fairly good reader of the political tea leaves,
I have pondered quite a bit about why we are
engaged in a great struggle that I think is very
much worth making and that I still believe we
will win. But why has it been so hard? And
what can all of us who believe that NAFTA
ought to prevail and in a larger sense believe
we need to succeed in getting a new GATT
round by the end of the year and in promoting

a continually more open world trading system,
what is it that all of us can do to try to give
new energy, new drive to this vision that we
all share for the post-cold-war world?

Anyway, let’s begin by why it turned out to
be so hard. I think it is far more complicated
than just saying that the labor movement in
America and the Ross Perot-organized group
had a lot of time to bash NAFTA without regard
to what would ultimately be in the final agree-
ment.

It is far more complicated than that. And
it is at root a reflection of the deep ambivalence
the American people now feel as they look to-
ward the future. So that in a profound way,
at this moment in time, NAFTA has become
sort of the catch-all for the accumulated
resentments of the past, the anxieties about the
future, and the frustrations of the present. Irrel-
evant are the specific provisions of the agree-
ment, which plainly make better all the specific
complaints many of the people opposing
NAFTA have about our relationship with Mex-
ico.

I mean, plainly if you just read the agreement,
it will cause the cost of labor and the cost of
environmental compliance to go up more rapidly
in Mexico. Plainly, if you just read the agree-
ment, it reduces the requirements of domestic
content for production and sale in Mexico in
ways that will enable Americans to export more.
Plainly, the main benefit to the Mexican people
is opening the entire country in a more secure
way to American investment, not for production
back to the American market but to build the
Mexican market, to build jobs and incomes and
an infrastructure of a working market economy
for more of the 90 million people who are our
largest close neighbors.
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